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CHEMISTRY ON THE MOVE

Transatlantic Graduation days

Beyond Atlantis

10 more Atlantis students have successfully finished the
program. Students from the Kansas University and
University of Arkansas and Dublin City University, who
completed their transatlantic year in 2010 as part of their
3rd year have finished their final year at their respective
home institutions, bringing up the total number of
students who graduated with the Dual degree to 19. For
the students from the University of Regensburg, who
spent their 4th year in 2011 at the University of
Fayetteville, Arkansas, the end of their transatlantic year
marked at the same time the end of their Dual Bachelor
Program. Besides students majoring in Chemistry, in this
graduation cycle were also two students majoring in
Biochemistry. The US and DCU students of the 2011
exchange cycle, having been at the time of the exchange
3rd year students, have returned to their home University:
For them, another year of study lies ahead before they
will graduate.
The total number of students pursuing the Dual Bachelor
degree in the Atlantis program has risen to 37, being
evenly distributed between Europe (19) and the US (18),
Students from Regensburg and Arkansas (13 each) were
apparently most eager to go oversees.

The five year period the Atlantis project has been under
the auspicies of the European Union is coming to an
end. Given the added value the Dual Degree program
has brought to the students enrolled in the Atlantis
program in advancing their career and the great overall
satisfaction of all participants, the partners have agreed
to continue the program, but some changes are
proposed. For one, US students will not have to split
their transatlantic stay between the two European
partners but will have the choice to spend the whole
year at one European institution. On the European side,
students will not be required to spend a semester at a
European institution prior to starting their transatlantic
year. Moreover, besides awarding a Dual Bachelor
degree, efforts are being undertaken between the
University of Regensburg and the US partners to offer
alternatively a Dual Master degree, which would entail
a science only curriculum rather than combining
general education science classes as done in the
Bachelor curricula of the US, but not in those of
Europe.

Graduation at the University of Arkansas: Andreas
Poschenrieder, Beatrice Kachel, Dirk Herrmann and
Christian Hundshammer receiving their Bachelor
certificates
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Arkansas-Bavarian Cultural
Transition: Kelsey Knewtson
and Anna Fielder at a summer festival in Regensburg

…contd.

Prof. J. Aube (Kansas University) and Prof. R. E.
Gawley (University of Arkansas, Fayetteville)
visited University of Regensburg and Dublin City
University in June/July 2011 to discuss the future
of the program.

Beyond Atlantis…contd.
Some challenges are also lying ahead due to the
change in the German high school system, which
now requires only 12 years of high school like in
most countries rather than 13. This way, the total
time starting with school students will need to
obtain a Bachelor will be different among the
partner, i.e. in all partner countries it takes 12
year to finish high school, but rather than 4 years
to finish a Bachelor program (US, Ireland, UK),
in Germany like in most countries in central
Europe, the Bachelor program is finished in three
years.
The first students who have completed their high
school education under the new high school
system have enrolled at the University of Regensburg in Fall 2011. The Bachelor curriculum in
Chemistry remains at the same level as before.
Beyond Atlantis 2 – The Benefit of Scientific
Collaborations within the Atlantis Program
Research is a central aspect of Chemistry and also
one of the cornerstones within the Atlantis
program. The Atlantis students join shortly after
their arrival abroad a research group, in which they
carry out their Bachelor thesis, being jointly
supervised by one colleague each of their home
and host institution. Such joint efforts have now
resulted in the successful acquisition of a major
grant between Prof. C. K. Johnson, Bioanalytical
Chemistry (Kansas University) and Prof. B. Dick
Physical Chemistry (University of Regensburg). In
a highly competitive joint call by the two
prestigious agencies National Science Foundation
(NSF) and Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft
(DFG) they proposed a joint project on so called
LOV Domains of proteins that was initiated by the
student and faculty exchange through the Atlantis
program. In this new project funds are allocated
for continuing the research project through the
exchange of students, opening up in parallel the
opportunity to engage in the current and future
dual degree options between Kansas and
Regensburg.

New Online Courses in Chemistry available
in the Atlantis EUCHEMUSA network
Following the lead of Prof. Jeff Aube, Kansas University,
who recorded in 2008 the first online lecture in Medicinal
Chemistry for the Atlantis program, there are now a total
of six classes available online on various platforms within
the Atlantis network. Five classes from the curriculum of
Organic Chemistry, being a major part of any Chemistry,
Biochemistry or Biology Bachelor Degree, are online,
encompassing a total of 28 ECTS points and more than
230 hours of lectures. Half of the classes are held in
English, half of them in German, giving also students who
need to improve their language skills, and especially
improving their vocabulary of scientific terms, a welcome
opportunity to review classes they might have heard live
before in the classroom.
As an extension of these efforts, the Deutsche Stifterverband has awarded the University of Regensburg a grant
for 2012/2013 in their program “Innovative Teaching” to
further develop the teaching style for classes being held
via video on more than one location. As a model for this
project will serve the Atlantis Lecture “Advanced Organic
Chemistry”, having been taught during the last three years
jointly by various faculty members across the Atlantis
EUCHEMUSA Network.
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From the lab at
UARK to the
biggest chemistry conference
in the World: A.
Poschenrieder
presenting his
work at the
ACS meeting in
Anaheim, CA.

Transatlantic Cooperation; Profs. C. K. Johnson (KU) and
B. Dick (UREG) work together in a NSF/DFG funded
project (2012-2015).

More information about the project at
http://www-oc.chemie.uni-regensburg.de/atlantis

