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CHEMISTRY ON THE MOVE

Transatlantic Study Exchange - 3
First Atlantis Chemistry Students from the US have
finished the Dual Degree Bachelor Curriculum at the
University of Regensburg
Sean Stevens, University of Arkansas, and Kyle Young,
University of Kansas, arrived in March 2008 at the
University of Regensburg to continue their studies in
Europe.
Both Kyle and Sean immediately started intensive
language classes to meet the challenge to follow
chemistry courses in the beginning of April being taught
mainly in German. To help in this endeavor, Carina
Koch and Sebastian Huber, two second year students
from Regensburg who took mostly the same classes as
Sean and Kyle, were assigned as tutors. “Besides helping
in matters of orientation and administration in and
outside the University, we could especially provide help
by studying together” Carina states. “This was beneficial
for us as well” Sebastian remarks, “since we were forced
to stay on top of the courses much more than if we
would have been only responsible for ourselves”.
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Apparently it worked well for all of them, and Kyle
and Sean successfully completed the course
requirements in Regensburg, which will earn them the
Dual Bachelor Degree from their home University and
from the University of Regensburg as soon as they will
have completed their studies in the US in fall 2008.
Kyle has already accepted a job offer from Novartis,
while Sean wants to continue his studies by either
entering an international master program in polymer
science in Berlin or by directly staring a PhD at the
Technical University of Freiberg, both in Germany. To
get offered these attractive options, the Dual Bachelor
degree had been a major selling point for both students.

Award for International Innovation
The American Association of University Administrators (AAUA) has awarded the Nikolai N. Khaladjan
International Award for Innovation to the Atlantis Dual
Degree Program in Chemistry. In the award ceremony
that took place on June 27, 2008 in Salt Lake City,
Prof. Jeff Aube (University of Kansas; coordinator for
the program on the US side) outlined the special
challenges in setting up a science program between
multiple sites that have to follow the degree
requirements outlined by the respective Education
Boards and Chemical Societies of each country.

Jerry Neuner (middle), President of AAUA, with the Atlantis
Chemistry coordinators Jeff Aube (left), University of Kansas
and Oliver Reiser (right), University of Regensburg.

“We have made a lot of progress during the last year
to establish the program with great help from all
sides.” Prof. Aube summarized his award lecture.
“There is still a lot of work ahead to smooth out the
edges and to make the Atlantis program last, but the
great interest of our students in chemistry, but also
from related disciplines makes all efforts worthwhile.”

EUCHEMUSA Partners visited
In every newsletter we introduce one of the
participating campuses of the EUCHEMUSA
network. In the term 2008/2009, the University of
Arkansas is hosting three Atlantis students from
Regensburg and is sending an equal number of
students to Europe .
The Fulbright College of Arts and Sciences, named
after former University President and United States
Senator J. William Fulbright, offers premier programs
in the liberal arts at the University of Arkansas.
Consisting of 19 academic departments, the College
offers degrees in the arts, humanities, sciences, and
social sciences. The department of chemistry and
biochemistry is housed in the historic Chemistry
Building (CHEM) with laboratories in the Chemistry
and Biochemistry Research Building (CHBC). The
Chemistry Building (CHEM) was renovated in 2004
and reoccupied in 2007. The building contains 8100
square feet of modern wet laboratory space with
modular furnishings and 5800 square feet of
instrument space. It also contains faculty offices,
library, administrative offices, conference rooms and
classrooms. The building is plumbed to utilize the
boil-off from a 6000 gallon liquid nitrogen Dewar
which provides liquid nitrogen for the some of the
instrumentation.

versified in four major subareas, i.e. Analytical, Inorganic,
Organic and Physical Chemistry, consequently, and joint
teaching has commenced in all of these areas. Prof.
Burkhard König (UREG) has given a short course on
supramolecular chemistry at both partner schools in the
US in February 2008, followed by Prof. David Paul
(UARK) who taught Analytical Chemistry in Regensburg
in spring. Lectures by Prof. Bernhard Dick (UREG) on
photochemistry and spectroscopy at the University of
Kansas and by Prof. Oliver Reiser (UREG) at the
University of Arkansas on Physical Organic Chemistry
are scheduled for the fall semester. The feedback from the
students of having more than one lecturer in their classes
has been highly positive, who welcome different ways to
approach a topic, but also enjoy the opportunity to interact
with the guest lecturers from abroad. A special highlight
has been the lecture on “Stereochemistry in Flatland” by
Prof. Robert Gawley (UARK) in Regensburg, drawing
more than 150 students from all semesters to the class
room.

First Atlantis Web Course available
Starting in the fall term 2008, a complete Web based class
on medicinal chemistry, being taught by Prof. Jeff Aube
(KU), is available to all chemistry majors of all partner
schools of the Atlantis program. In this ten hour course,
the basic concepts of drug discovery are discussed.
Students who take this class are awarded 1 CP or 2 ECTS
points towards their requirements in Organic Chemistry.

Transatlantic Study Exchange – 4
Joint Faculty Teaching
One important step towards establishing the Atlantis
dual degree in Chemistry is to agree on common
standards and levels for the classes that are taught on
both sides of the Atlantic. Arguably, this can be
achieved best by teaching classes jointly between
faculty members of two or more partners in the
program. The Bachelor curriculum in Chemistry is di-

In these days, the second student exchange cycle between
the European and the US partners is about to begin, which
will involve a total of 10 students. Four US students are
expected at Dublin City University for the fall 2008 term,
while three students each from Regensburg will begin
their studies at the University of Kansas and Arkansas,
respectively.
More information about the project at
http://www-oc.chemie.uni-regensburg.de/atlantis

