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CHEMISTRY ON THE MOVE

Transatlantic Study Exchange - 1
First Atlantis Chemistry Students from the US
are studying at Dublin City University
Sean Stevens, University of Arkansas, and Kyle
Young, University of Kansas, have started their
transatlantic year in Europe. Both moved for the fall
term 2007 to Dublin City University (DCU), where
they started the first half of their junior year (3rd
year of the 4-year bachelor curriculum). In March
2008, Sean and Kyle will then move to the
University of Regensburg to continue their studies
in Europe.
“Getting to know DCU and class organization was
easy thanks to the International Orientation week
and the great help of Dr. Fiona Regan, Atlantis
Coordinator at DCU” Kyle notes. “Despite that we
feel sometimes a little like gunny pigs in this new
program, studying abroad and being involved in
new research projects being a part of my bachelor
thesis is truly exciting”.

With minor adjustments made when the students
arrived, all classes prior to their stay approved in
learning agreements between the sending and the
receiving institution could be taken, so that the
ultimate goal of the Atlantis program to achieve a
Dual Bachelor Degree is well under way.
According to Sean, the style of teaching and
studying is distinctively different at DCU as he
has experienced it at Arkansas. “There are more
direct lectures, yet less interactions in classes, and
also more independent study is required. This is
especially true for the laboratory work, where I
went from being held by the hand to being fully
responsible for my project.”

Sean (on the far left) exploring the surroundings of Dublin with
newly made friends at DCU

Kyle (2nd from the right) together with his labmates at DCU
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Besides taking classes in chemistry and related
subjects such as physics and mathematics, the
students are also taking advanced German classes
to be ready to move to Regensburg next spring.
There, the spring semester commences in the
middle of April, but Sean and Kyle will take a sixweek intensive German course as part of the
language and cultural preparation program offered
by the International Office of the University to
foreign students.

EUCHEMUSA Partners visited

In every newsletter we introduce one of the
participating campuses of the EUCHEMUSA
network. We start with Dublin City University,
having been the host to the first transatlantic
students of the Atlantis program.
Dublin City University was initially set up to
fulfill the national requirement for a highlytrained workforce with skills in the areas of
business, science and electronics, computer
technology, communications and languages and
as an agent for change in its local community.
The first students came through the door in 1980
and the university is now recognized nationally
and inter-nationally as a center of academic
excellence.

The design of the campus and the bright modern
architecture make DCU a vibrant and attractive
place to study. There are 10,000 registered
students at DCU, a figure which includes fulltime undergraduate and postgraduate students as
well as students on the Distance Education degree
program. DCU is engaging in many international
programs, among them a long standing undergraduate student exchange program in Analytical
Chemistry with Kansas University, one of the US
partners in the Atlantis program.

First EUCHEMUSA Web conference

Transatlantic Study Exchange - 2
Five students from the University of Regensburg
were selected for the Atlantis Program. Starting their
final year of their Bachelor curriculum, they will
begin their transatlantic study year at the University
of Arkansas or at Kansas University in fall 2008.
Going abroad for studying is not new to any of the
Regensburg students. They all have already completed a semester of study in Europe, a requirement to
be eligible for financial support from the Atlantis
program. Isabelle Huber and Matthias Knust spent
one semester at Aberdeen, Frederik Bachhuber at
Glasgow and Sven Peter Fritz in Leeds. Spending
time in an English speaking country seems to be a
logical choice to meet some of the college
requirements of the US institutions such as English
composition, but Jonas Blödt, being the fifth
musketeer of the Regensburg team, has chosen a
different way by studying one semester in Malaga,
Spain.
“To meet the requirements for a US-Bachelor degree
outside of Chemistry and its related subjects is the
most difficult part for establishing the Dual
Transatlantic Degree” explains Prof. Oliver Reiser,
coordinator of the Atlantis network on the European
side. “In Europe no classes outside science are
generally part of a Science Bachelor degree program,
while in the US students take to a substantial amount
social science classes such as English literature or
Western Civilization.” Fortunately, the Regensburg
students respond well to the additional requirements:
“Of course I want to continue focusing on my
Chemistry studies as I would studying solely in
Europe, but I am also looking forward to taking
classes such as Economics or American History”,
Frederik Bachhuber comments on the conceptual
differences between the curriculum at Regensburg
and at the US schools.

On December 5, 2007, a web conference took
place, in which students and faculty from all four
partners participated. The US students being
currently at DCU gave presentations, being
broadcasted in real time to all partner institutions,
on their study experience in general as well as on
their research projects as part of their Bachelor
thesis being jointly supervised between faculty of
their home and host institution.

On the move to the US (clockwise from front right): I. Huber, M.
Knust, F. Bachhuber, S.P. Fritz. J. Blödt is still studying in Malaga,
Spain until February 2008.

More information about the project at
http://www-oc.chemie.uni-regensburg.de/atlantis

